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A Bienvenue à Québec!

28th Polar Libraries Colloquy: 5–11 June 2022

Après avoir été reportée en raison de la pandémie 
de la COVID-19, la 28e édition du Polar Libraries 
Colloquy se tiendra finalement dans la semaine 
du 5 au 11 juin 2022 à l’Université Laval, ville 
de Québec, Québec, Canada.  Bibliothécaires, 
archivistes, professionnels de l’information, 
chercheurs et professeurs spécialistes du monde 
polaire compteront parmi les conférenciers de plus 
d’une quinzaine de pays, qui représentent les plus 
grandes organisations de recherche sur le Nord, 
l’Arctique et l’Antarctique.

Sous le thème Sharing Polar Cultures and 
Knowledge: Perspectives from Libraries and 
Archives, le congrès abordera des sujets allant de 
la décolonisation des milieux documentaires à la 
démocratisation des connaissances scientifiques 
nordiques et polaires, en passant par la mise en 
valeur de documents patrimoniaux.

Nous croyons qu’il s’agira d’une occasion 
exceptionnelle pour retrouver le plaisir d’échanger 
- en personne! - entre collègues et partager vos 
expériences et connaissances sur les enjeux liés au 
monde de la documentation nordique et polaire. 

Ce sera aussi une belle opportunité pour découvrir 
la joie de vivre légendaire de notre communauté 

After being postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 28th Polar Libraries Colloquy will 
finally be held during the week of 5–11 June 2022, 
at Université Laval in Quebec City, Quebec, Canada.  
Librarians, archivists, information professionals, 
researchers, and professors specializing in the polar 
world will be among the speakers from more than 
15 countries, representing the largest research 
organizations dedicated to the North, the Arctic,  
and the Antarctic.

Under the theme Sharing Polar Cultures and 
Knowledge: Perspectives from Libraries and       
Archives, the Colloquy will cover topics ranging  
from the decolonization of libraries and archives               
to the democratization of northern and polar 
scientific knowledge and the enhancement of 
heritage documents. 

We believe this is an exceptional opportunity to 
rediscover the pleasure of exchanging information 
among colleagues—in person!—and to share your 
experiences and knowledge on issues related to   
the world of northern and polar documentation.

It will also be a great opportunity to discover the 
legendary joie de vivre of our French-speaking 
community and enjoy the renowned beauty of La 
Vieille Capitale!

In the coming weeks, we will be contacting 
everyone who previously submitted a proposal 
for a paper, panel session, or poster in order to 
confirm, or even reshape the program for 2022.  A 
new call for papers may be issued if necessary.  The 
conference website will be updated to disseminate 
new information on the redesigned program a year 
before the conference begins.
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A Bienvenue à Québec!  continued

francophone et profiter de la beauté renommée de  
« La Vieille capitale »!

Dans les semaines qui suivent, nous recontacterons 
toutes les personnes qui avaient soumis une 
proposition de communication, de session de 
panel ou une affiche, afin de confirmer, voire 
remodeler le programme de l’événement.  Un 
nouvel appel de communication pourrait être 
lancé, au besoin.  Le site web du colloque sera mis à 
jour graduellement et devrait diffuser les nouvelles 
informations sur le programme remanié un an 
avant le début du colloque. 

Au plaisir de vous voir à Québec dans la semaine du 
5 au 11 juin 2022!

We look forward to seeing you in Quebec City 
during the week of 5–11 June 2022!

Membres du comité organisateur, PLC 2022                                              Members of the PLC 2022 Organizing Committee

Site web du PLC 2022                                                       PLC 2022 website

 Stéfano Biondo, Geospatial and Maps Librarian, stefano.biondo@bibl.ulaval.ca

 Joë Bouchard, Subject Librarian (Northern Studies), joe.bouchard@bibl.ulaval.ca 

 Gaston Quirion, Data Librarian, gaston.quirion@bibl.ulaval.ca

   Centre GéoStat, Bibliothèque de l’Université Laval

—From the website: PLC 2022 is being hosted by 
Université Laval, the oldest French-language university 
in North America and one of Canada’s largest research 
universities.  Among its centres of excellence in research 
and teaching is Northern and Arctic Studies, with over 
300 professors and major research organizations.  The 
Library promotes values of collaboration and sharing 
practices between colleagues and institutions.  With 
collections of more than 6 million documents, its team is 
composed of 220 employees, including 46 librarians.

PLC 2022 promises to bring together specialists in 
northern and polar information from more than 15 
countries.  For information previously published in the 
Bulletin, see the Spring/Fall 2019 issue.

(Photograph courtesy of  S. Biondo)

https://event.fourwaves.com/bbddb989-c936-4ce2-82d2-b226d080e2c1/pages
https://event.fourwaves.com/bbddb989-c936-4ce2-82d2-b226d080e2c1/pages
mailto:Stefano.Biondo%40bibl.ulaval.ca?subject=
mailto:Joe.Bouchard%40bibl.ulaval.ca?subject=
mailto:Gaston.Quirion%40bibl.ulaval.ca?subject=
https://polarlibrariescolloquy.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/plb-2019-spr-fall-final-final.pdf
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Join for the Knowledge, Stay for the Fun
Preliminary PLC Survey Results

Many members recently had the opportunity to 
complete a survey that asked questions about 
the role, function, history, and future of the Polar 
Libraries Colloquy.  The primary purpose of the 
survey was to gather information to aid in the 
writing of a chapter about the PLC for the upcoming 
book, Library and Information Sciences for Arctic and 
Northern Studies (Springer).  While we have yet to 
fully analyze the data, we can share some interesting 
early results. 

Free PLC Membership

For 2021–22, membership is free to library or archive 
workers at institutions in the Polar Regions, to 
those with polar collections, or anyone working on 
polar research.  Membership will run until the next 
Colloquy in June 2022.  

Benefits include networking and participating 
in an international forum of peers concerning 
polar information collection, preservation, and 
dissemination, as well as other such initiatives 
dealing with the Arctic and Antarctic Regions.  The 
biennial Colloquy alternates at venues between 
Europe and North America.  For more information 
and to join, visit the PLC Membership page.

by Sandy Campbell, Susanna Parikka, and Cecilie Tang Møldrup
PLC Steering Committee

Thirty-eight members responded to the survey.  
Most are current members (63.2%) or former 
members (34.2%).  One of the most interesting 

PLC Membership Distribution

replies in the survey was to Question 3:  How 
long have you been a member of PLC (including 
honorary membership)?

The chart shows a healthy distribution of members 
across all lengths of membership.  Nearly 40% have 
joined in the past ten years, showing continued 
relevance of the organization.  Another 42% 
indicated long-term membership of 16 years or 
more, providing PLC with organizational memory, 
stability, and guidance.  

Two survey questions asked about the benefits that 
members receive from attending the Colloquy and/
or continuing membership between Colloquies.  It 
is clear from the responses that members do join for 
the information benefits, but stay for the people and 
the fun. 

The most frequently cited benefits of attending 
the Colloquy were “learning about new polar 
resources” (92.1%), followed closely by “building 
a network of colleagues who do the same work” 
(89.5%).  “Learning about new research in polar 
information” (86.8%) tied with “being inspired by 

Committee chair Julia Finn shares that the next 
winner of the William Mills Prize for Non-Fiction 
Polar Books will be announced in June 2022 at the 
28th PLC in Quebec City.  

The first call for nominations for the 2022 Mills Prize 
will go out in September 2021, with nominations 
closing on 15 February 2022.  Non-fiction works on 
the Arctic or Antarctic published between January 
2020 and December 2021 are eligible.

For a listing of qualifications and other information, 
please see the Mills Prize webpage.

2022 William Mills Prize

https://polarlibraries.org/membership/
https://polarlibraries.org/william-mills-prize/
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Preliminary PLC Survey Results  continued

polar colleagues” (86.8%).  Both “socializing with friends and colleagues” (78.9%) and “travel to different polar 
areas and learning...” (65.8%) received more votes than the “opportunity to present scholarly works” (63.2%) 
and the “opportunity to serve on PLC committees” (52.6%).

Between meetings, using the network for information and staying in touch are important.  Being able to 
contact the network was important to 73.7%.  Receiving information, either through the Polar Libraries 
Bulletin or through the PLC listserv, was cited by 71.1%.  Fifty percent valued the international advocacy 
work of the PLC, while 47.4% use the network to make new connections and to view the Proceedings.  Some 
members (10.4%) report that they do not get much out of PLC membership between meetings. 

While overall the Colloquy is doing well, with more than 70% of members responding that it is successful 
in achieving the purpose defined by the founders, and there is much to be said for the adage that “if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” the survey does point to a few areas for potential improvement.  Among these 
are: recruiting Indigenous librarians and other new members from smaller libraries in Polar Regions; 
providing more engagement opportunities between Colloquy meetings; creating a social media presence; 
offering occasional webinars; and revitalizing the Bulletin through increased content submissions from                         
the membership and others. 

We continue to analyze data from the survey and at completion, will present a full report to the membership.  
In the meantime, PLC has already begun to use some of the data to enhance this already successful and 
longstanding organization.  

Winner Announced! 
2020 William Mills Prize

In September 2020, the Polar Libraries Colloquy was 
pleased to announce that Floating Coast: An Environmental 
History of the Bering Strait by Bathsheba Demuth (W.W. 
Norton) won the 2020 William Mills Prize for Non-Fiction 
Polar Books. 

Demuth uses environmental history to synthesize a 
contemporary view of the natural, human, and socio-
economic conditions of the Bering Strait.  With experiences 
in the Russian Far East, Alaska, and Arctic Canada, she 
researched previously disparate archival and scientific 
sources, and bravely sets out an environmental model for 
integrating this information.  As issues of Arctic resource 
exploitation, international transportation, and national 
sovereignty are being debated, so too must the roles of 
the region’s trans-national Indigenous peoples in defining 
governance, jurisdiction, and environmental sustainability.

by Julia Finn
Chair, William Mills Prize Committee
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2020 Mills Prize Winner  continued

Two other nominations received Honorary Mentions:

White Fox and Icy Seas in the Western Arctic: The Fur Trade,                                
Transportation, and Change in the Early Twentieth Century 
by John R. Bockstoce, Lamar Series in Western History (Yale 
University Press).

Bockstoce’s rigorous research and scholarship over the years 
put him on the ice and tundra, as well as in and atop the water, 
exploring the vast Arctic, meeting and recording interviews with 
the Indigenous and other inhabitants of the region.  His lifelong 
research is synthesized in this volume on the evolution of the 
Western Arctic fur trade.  Fortunately, researchers like Bockstoce 
have documented and authenticated Indigenous perspectives, 
otherwise thinly evident in the literature of earlier voyages of 
discovery, exploration, and commerce.

Adventures in Polar Reading: The Book Cultures of High Latitudes       
by David H. Stam, with the assistance of Deirdre C. Stam (The 
Grolier Club).

David and Deirdre Stam—both distinguished librarians and 
bibliophiles—wondered “what did polar explorers read, whether 
under duress, or in periods of ennui and boredom?  Thus began 
an almost twenty-year search for answers to that question.”  The 
result is this beautifully produced book published by New York’s 
Grolier Club.  Expedition libraries, periodicals, reading, and writing, 
in both the Arctic and Antarctic, are presented and discussed in a 
collection of separate but related chapters.  The authors’ purpose 
was “…to learn what explorers read, why they read, how they read, 
and what their accounts of their reading life revealed about their 
mental state in isolation.”  This will make a fine addition to any 
polar library.

Thirty-six nominations qualified for consideration for the 2020 
Mills Prize, the most ever since the inception of the prize.  A full 
list of all titles nominated for the 2020 Prize, including those titles 
that were shortlisted, is available on the PLC’s website as well as 
featured in the PLC Bulletin’s Spring 2020 issue.

The William Mills Book Prize is awarded every two years and 
honors the best Arctic or Antarctic non-fiction books published 
throughout the world.  The prize was first presented in 2006 and 
is named in memory of William Mills, a polar librarian and author, 
and a core member of the Polar Libraries Colloquy during its 
formative years.

https://polarlibraries.org/william-mills-prize/
https://polarlibrariescolloquy.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/plb-2020-spr-final.pdf
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The Greenland Registry

—An interview with Danish archivist Lone   
Riis by Cecilie Tang Møldrup about collecting 
a general registry for unpublished archives 
pertaining to Greenland. 

What is “The Greenland Registry?”

The Greenland Registry is a three-year long project 
with the objective of establishing one joint digital 
database with registries on archival material 
pertaining to Greenland.  The database will display 
registries of archival documents from participating 
institutions, such as museums, archives, libraries, 
and other cultural institutions that hold Greenland-
related archives within the Danish Realm.  We are 
especially interested in the collections at the Danish 
Arctic Institute. 

What is the Danish Arctic Institute? 

The Danish Arctic Institute is a non-commercial 
foundation in Copenhagen, established in 1954 
at the initiative of Arctic explorers Eigil Knuth and 
Ejnar Mikkelsen, among others.  The main purpose 
of the Institute is to collect, register, and safeguard 
archival material pertaining to Greenland and other 
Arctic regions, and to make the material available 
to everyone.  The collections consist of documents, 
photographs, art, ethnographic objects, maps, and 
audio materials.

How are you affiliated with the project?

My name is Lone Riis and I am the appointed 
project manager on the Greenland Registry. 
Previously, I taught Greenlandic and Arctic Studies 
at the University of Copenhagen and as a student, 
I was employed at the Danish National Museum’s 
Ethnographic Collection.  I hold an MA in Cross-
Cultural Studies with an emphasis on museum 
practices and cultural interpretation, and a BA 
in Greenlandic and Arctic Studies, both from the 
University of Copenhagen.

Who will be able to access the Greenland Registry? 

The database will be a publicly accessible, no-fee 
online tool for employees at cultural institutions, 

by Cecilie Tang Møldrup
Polar Librarian, University of Copenhagen

as well as scientists, writers, journalists, and others 
with an interest in Greenland and Danish activities 
within the Arctic.  The database will be hosted on 
our Danish Arctic Institute webpage.

How are you collecting the material? 

It is important to stress that we do not collect source 
material for this project—instead, we collect digital 
registries of those source materials.  Paper registries 
are scanned using OCR to increase the search 
options, and then the digitally created registries are 
converted into a text format.  We will be reaching 
out to all relevant institutions, no matter the breadth 
or depth of the archive held, that have registries of 
Greenlandic material.

What challenges do you face? 

First of all, most archives within the Danish Realm do 
not have online registries that we can “tap” into.  As 
a result, we must manually enter the data into the 
database instead of having technology do it for us.  
Second, we are still considering whether to include 
links to digitized material due to copyright issues 
and the ever-present risk of the link expiring.

Do you have some thoughts about the project’s 
data storage and use? 

We aim to making the database as lightweight 
as possible to enable it to be operational in areas 
with limited internet connection.  One way of 
achieving this is by focusing on registries, and not 
on the source material (e.g., the actual documents 
or photographs) which would require more data          
to store.

Anything else you would like to share? 

In due time, we will reach out to private companies 
that operate or have operated in Greenland, so that 
we can offer to display registries of their historical 
documents as well.

https://arktiskinstitut.dk/en/?buy-nothing-essay=&cHash=c4d89eb0be045dcf9a7a3c398ebc80be
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Commentary from a William Mills Prize Book Reviewer

Serving on the PLC’s William Mills Prize committee 
for several award cycles over the years prompts 
the following personal observations about this 
wonderful experience.

Increasing numbers of books are being nominated 
in each award cycle.  [Editors’ note: Nominees that 
numbered 12 in 2000 and 2010 have tripled to 36 
nominees in 2020.]  Many are self-published, but the 
majority come from academic presses or the major 
national/regional commercial publishers.  Several 
have been distributed exclusively in digital format.

As research on climate change increases and 
intensifies in the Polar Regions, it is no surprise 
that more books on the subject are published.  
Some are highly technical and/or academic, with 
many of these edited for public education and 
classroom use.  Similarly, environmental topics 
related to specific animal species, wildlife, and 
ecosystems are frequently published.  Titles on early 
polar exploration and discovery continue to be 
churned out, some with new information gleaned 
from diaries and archival sources.  Others feature 
narrow fields of inquiry on the Arctic or Antarctic 
that are placed into broader contexts.  Funding 
requirements for cross-disciplinary research on 
polar themes sometimes yields the publication of 
collaborative results which might not otherwise 
have occurred.  

Most interesting is the growing number of titles 
by Arctic Indigenous people on diverse topics 
ranging from lifeways and biographies to traditional 
ecological knowledge.  Several books are specifically 
for children; the development of an Inuit-owned 
book publishing company in Nunavut (Inhabit 
Media) is encouraging.  First Nations titles create 
opportunities for writers, editors, and illustrators for 
this regional literature with a global reach.  

Materials from Arctic Indigenous groups frequently 
illustrate the differences in non-Indigenous 

by Ron Inouye 
Retired PLC member

conceptualizations of humans in the natural and 
spiritual worlds.  Traditional ecological knowledge 
is comprehensive in its approach, compared to the 
more common non-Indigenous conventions of 
physical science, social science, ethics, behaviors of 
humans and non-humans, etc.  This complexity of 
capturing and preparing for wider sharing of oral 
and visual information into the requisite formats 
of contemporary publishing, distribution, and 
archiving, warrants continued exploration.  

We are fortunate to have many physical copies 
of titles available now.  However, as publishing 
technology evolves, the economic uncertainties 
of educational institutions, public libraries 
and archives, academic presses, and keepers 
of knowledge are taking a toll on acquisitions, 
subscriptions, and data maintenance budgets.  

And as increased geo-political, economic, ecological, 
and Indigenous peoples’ topics become evident 
in the Arctic, our polar collections will become 
more valuable.  Knowledge of Antarctic diplomacy, 
science, and governance may be helpful in the 
Arctic as well.  Those of us working in polar libraries 
must be proactive as we continue to know and be 
aware of what to collect, what to preserve, and how 
best to share.  

Thanks to Julia Finn for coordinating the current 
Mills Prize committee, with members Milbry Polk, 
Robert Stephenson, Sharon Rankin, and myself.  It is 
wonderful to see the growth and diversity of polar 
literature flourish.
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The Global Open Access Portal for Research Data 
and Publications (aka Open Polar) is an open-access 
portal covering both the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions.  Developed and hosted at UiT-The Arctic 
University of Norway, in collaboration with the 
Norwegian Polar Institute, Open Polar’s goal is 
to make polar-related research more visible and 
findable on the web.

Currently, Open Polar contains metadata of more 
than 1.6 million research records, such as research 
papers, datasets, books, etc., with links to the full 
text.  Open Polar is built on and succeeds the High 
North Research Documents (HNRD) service that 
was developed a decade ago.  Greatly improved, 
the Open Polar portal offers new features, new 
enhancements, and a vast increase in the number 
of records held.  Moreover, Open Polar includes a 
considerable number of open-access research data, 

with approximately 20% of the total number of 
records consisting of open-access research datasets. 

Since the HNRD service will now be discontinued 
and replaced by Open Polar, please update your 
bookmarks.  The stable version of Open Polar is 
planned to be launched in fall 2021, but users can 
currently perform testing in the beta version, which 
is available at openpolar.no.  For more information, 
click on About the Project.

Progress in HNRD / Open Polar Databases

by Tamer Abu-Alam
Open Polar Project Manager
UiT-The Arctic University of Norway

Announcing the Global Open Access Portal aka Open Polar
(Formerly High North Research Documents)

https://openpolar.no/
https://site.uit.no/open-polar/
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Calling all Antarcticans and Polar Book Lovers
The next SouthPole-sium will be held virtually over Zoom on Saturday, 26 June 2021, from noon to 2 pm 
(Pacific Time).  It is being convened as a prelude to the actual gathering of SouthPole-sium v.5 that was 
originally scheduled for June 2021.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the in-person gathering of SouthPole-
sium v.5 will now be held 22–24 June 2022.

This two-hour Zoom meeting will include several short programs as well as “break-out” sessions.  There is 
no charge to participate but time to register is short.  For more information and registration details, see the 
antarctic-circle.org website.

 Contact: Robert Stephenson, Coordinator, The Antarctic Circle
 antarctic-circle@comcast.net
 5327653@gmail.com

SouthPole-sium v.4.5—A Prelude
 To Be Held Virtually 26 June 2021

New Publications

Lindstrom, Carole, and Michaela Goade 
(Illustrator).  2020.  We Are Water Protectors.  New 
York: Roaring Brook Press (Macmillan).

The New York Times bestseller We Are Water Protectors, 
written by Carole Lindstrom and gorgeously 
illustrated by Michaela Goade, marks the first time 
a Native American has won the American Library 
Association’s Caldecott Medal.  The award is given 
annually to the artist who illustrates the best 
children’s picture story published in the United States 
during the preceding year.

Inspired by many Indigenous-led movements, 
particularly that of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 

http://www.antarctic-circle.org/gathering4.5.htm
mailto:antarctic-circle%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:5327653%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecott
https://www.standingrock.org/History/
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New Publications  continued

Fienup-Riordan, Ann, Alice Rearden, Marie 
Meade, Kevin Jernigan, and Jaqueline Cleveland.  
2021.  Yungcautnguuq Nunam Qainga Tamarmi 
/ All the Land’s Surface is Medicine: Edible and 
Medicinal Plants of Southwest Alaska.  Fairbanks: 
University of Alaska Press.

Yungcautnguuq Nunam Qainga Tamarmi / All 
the Land’s Surface is Medicine is a guide to the 
identification and use of edible and medicinal plants 
in southwest Alaska.  In it, nearly 100 Yup’ik men and 
women share their knowledge of their homeland 
and the plants it sustains.  Containing photographs, 
illustrations, and information gathered over nearly 
two decades, from 2000 to 2019, it is also an 
enduring record of what these individuals know and 
value about plants and the roles plants continue to 
play in Yup’ik culture.

“They speak eloquently about time spent gathering 
and storing plants and plant material during snow-
free months, including gathering greens during 
spring, picking berries each summer, harvesting 
tubers from the caches of tundra voles, and 
gathering a variety of medicinal plants.”  

during the Dakota Access Pipeline protests, the book is about a young Ojibwe girl who takes a stand to 
defend Earth’s most sacred resource—its water—against construction of the “black snake” pipeline across 
tribal land. 

She has learned from her grandmother that water is the first medicine...it affects and connects us all...we come 
from water....

The story draws upon Native symbolism and the Anishinaabe tribe’s Seven Fires Prophecy to portray the 
power of acting together to advocate for safeguarding the earth from the dangers of globalization and 
corporate greed.  In doing so, it celebrates the importance of all peoples to act as earth’s stewards and take 
collective responsibility for protecting the water, land, and air upon which we all depend.

Author Carole Lindstrom is an Anishinaabe/Métis and a member of the Turtle Mountain Band of the Ojibwe 
tribe located in North Dakota.  She currently makes her home in Maryland. 

Illustrator and graphic designer Michaela Goade is from the Raven moiety and Kiks.ádi Clan from Sitka, 
Alaska.  She lives and works in Juneau, Alaska, where she was also raised.  

          —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement

This work is the result of efforts of cultural 
anthropologist Ann Fienup-Riordan, Yup’ik 
language experts Alice Rearden and Marie Meade, 
ethnobotanist/photographer Kevin Jernigan, and 
photographer Jaqueline Cleveland, guided by many 
dedicated Yup’ik men and women. 

          —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dakota_Access_Pipeline_protests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_fires_prophecy
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Based on a project originally conceived by the Gwich’in Social 
and Cultural Institute to document the biographies of the 
oldest Gwich’in Elders in the Gwich’in Settlement Region, 
Our Whole Gwich’in Way of Life Has Changed / Gwich’in K’yuu 
Gwiidandài’ Tthak Ejuk Gòonlih is an important compilation 
of historical and cultural information.  Through their own 
life stories, 23 Gwich’in Elders from the Northwest Territories 
communities of Fort McPherson, Tsiigehtshik, Inuvik, and 
Aklavik share their joy of living and traveling on the land.  
Their distinctive voices speak to their values, world views, 
and knowledge, while McCartney assists by providing 
context and background on the lives of the narrators and 
their communities.  In his review, Robert Jarvenpa, Professor 
Emeritus of Anthropology, SUNY Albany, writes: “Their stories 
convey, with great emotion and poignancy, the extraordinary 
corpus of skills and knowledge required in not only surviving 
but thriving in a northern environment.” 

Elders who contributed their stories include Antoine Andre, 
Caroline Andre, Hyacinthe Andre, Annie Benoit, Pierre Benoit, 
Sarah Bonnetplume, Marka Bullock, Lydia Alexie Elias, Mary 
Martha Firth, Sarah Ann Gardlund, Elizabeth Greenland, 
Violet Therese Jerome, Peter Kay Sr., Mary Rose Kendi, Ruby 
Anne McLeod, Catherine Martha Mitchell, Eunice Mitchell, 
Joan Ross Nazon, Annie Moses Norbert, Alfred Semple, Sarah 
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McCartney, Leslie, and the Gwich’in Tribal Council.  2020.  
Our Whole Gwich’in Way of Life Has Changed / Gwich’in K’yuu 
Gwiidandài’ Tthak Ejuk Gòonlih: Stories from the People of the 
Land.  Edmonton, AB: University of Alberta Press.

Simon, Ellen Catherine Vittrekwa, and Jim 
Julius Vittrekwa.

Leslie McCartney is a cultural 
anthropologist, and an Associate Professor 
and the Curator of Oral History at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks.  The 
Gwich’in Tribal Council is an Indigenous 
land claim organization responsible for 
protecting and advancing the interests 
of the Gwich’in peoples of the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region in the Northwest 
Territories and Yukon, Canada.

          —Adapted from the 
           publisher’s announcement

Sturm, Matthew.  2020.  A Field Guide to 
Snow.  Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press.

Most people love snow.  They love to ski and sled on it, 
snowshoe through it, and watch it fall from the sky.  They 
love the way it blankets a landscape, making it look tranquil 
and beautiful.  They love how it sparkles and lights up a dark 
sky.  Few people, however, know how snow works.  What 
makes it possible for us to slip and slide over it?  What makes 
it cling to branches and street signs?  What qualities of snow 
lead to avalanches?  

In A Field Guide to Snow, veteran snow scientist Sturm 
draws on decades of study to explain clearly and in simple 

https://www.gwichintribal.ca/about.html
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language how and why snow works the way it does.  The perfect companion on a ski trip or for a hike in the 
snowy woods, A Field Guide to Snow will give you a new appreciation for the science behind snow’s beauty. 

Matthew Sturm is Professor of Geophysics and leader of the Snow-Ice-Permafrost Group at the Geophysical 
Institute, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

          —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement

This bilingual book details the lives of the Akulmiut, a Yup’ik group, 
living in the lake country west of Bethel, Alaska, in the villages of 
Kasigluk, Nunapitchuk, and Atmautluak.  For centuries, the Akulmiut 
have been sustained and defined by the annual movements of 
whitefish.  Not only are fish viewed as responding to human action 
and intention, but the lakes and rivers that the fish inhabit are also 
viewed as sentient beings, with the ability to respond both positively 
and negatively to those who travel there.

Akulmiut Neqait is based on conversations recorded with the people 
of these three villages as they talk about their uniquely Yup’ik view of 
the world and how they have weathered periods of immense change 
in southwest Alaska.       

          —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement

Fienup-Riordan, Ann, Marie Meade, and Alice Rearden.  
2019.  Akulmiut Neqait / Fish and Food of the Akulmiut.  
Fairbanks: University of Alaska Press.
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