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University of the Arctic Celebrates 20 Years

This past summer marks two decades since the 
official 2001 launch of the University of the Arctic 
(UArctic) at the University of Lapland in Rovaniemi, 
Finland.  As a long-discussed collaborative effort, 
it was envisioned as “a dispersed higher education 
institution, focused on the environmental, cultural, 
and economic integrity of Arctic regions...[and 
which] through circumpolar cooperation, would 
address the fundamental understanding of 
sustainable development” (A University of the Arctic: 
Turning Concept into Reality).

The Arctic Council, an intergovernmental forum 
promoting cooperation in the Arctic, turned 
concept into reality with its 1998 Iqaluit Declaration.  
Three years later, UArctic commenced as ‘a university 
without walls.’  It has grown from a handful of 
institutions to today’s circumpolar network of more 
than 200 members including universities, research 
centres, and Indigenous peoples’ organizations.  

To celebrate this important milestone, a special 
20th anniversary virtual seminar was held on 6 
September 2021 in the place where UArctic began, 
at the University of Lapland.  The seminar included 
a brief history of UArctic, messages from Arctic and 
non-Arctic governments, an introduction to the 
UArctic Thematic Networks, and a closing session 
with speeches from students and the UArctic Board. 

Thematic Networks are the core that supports the 
many varied activities of UArctic.  These networks, 
along with UArctic Institutes, address topical Arctic 
issues and problems.  They are independent and 
differ in their size, diversity, geographical region, 
aims, and focus.  Some emphasize Indigenous 
languages or teacher education, while others 
concentrate on climate sciences; still others develop 
and present exhibitions on arts and design.  

Networks also collaborate with each other, 
participate in Arctic Council working groups and 
projects, and engage with the whole UArctic 
community.  Currently, there are 66 Thematic 
Networks and UArctic Institutes, with seven new 
networks endorsed after the last UArctic meeting in 
May 2021.  The new Thematic Networks are:

• Arctic Indigenous Film, hosted by the 
International Sámi Film Institute (ISFI), Norway;

• Arctic Space Hub, hosted by the Sodankylä 
Geophysical Observatory, University of 

        Oulu, Finland;

• Arctic Urban Planning and Design, hosted by 
The Arctic University of Norway (UiT), Norway;

• Bioregional Planning for Resilient Rural 
Communities, hosted by the University of New 
England, Maine, USA;

• Circular Economy, hosted by Lapland University 
of Applied Sciences, Finland;

• Children of the Arctic, hosted by Ilisimatusarfik/ 
University of Greenland, Greenland; and 

• Critical Arctic Studies, hosted by Arctic Centre, 
University of Lapland, Finland.

Recent accomplishments of  Thematic Networks 
include the publication of the 10th anniversary 
edition of the Arctic Yearbook, an annual Arctic peer-

https://www.uarctic.org/media/1478100/genpub01q8ezs.pdf
https://www.uarctic.org/media/1478100/genpub01q8ezs.pdf
https://arctic-council.org/about/
https://www.uarctic.org/thematic-networks/#:~:text=UArctic%20Institutes-,UArctic%20Institutes%20are%20self%2Dgoverning%20units%20devoted%20to%20research%2C%20monitoring,for%20challenges%20in%20the%20Arctic.
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/arctic-indigenous-film/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/arctic-space-hub/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/arctic-urban-planning-and-design/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/bioregional-planning-for-resilient-rural-communities/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/bioregional-planning-for-resilient-rural-communities/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/circular-economy/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/children-of-the-arctic/
https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/critical-arctic-studies/
https://arcticyearbook.com/
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UArctic Celebrates 20 Years  continued

reviewed volume of scholarly articles created and 
edited by the Thematic Network on Geopolitics and 
Security (see p. 7).  

Engaging with youth and Arctic community is a 
focus of the Thematic Network on Arctic Sustainable 
Arts and Design, which began an annual UArctic 
Photo Competition in 2020.  The theme of the 2022 
competition is Arctic Polarities.  Just as polarity is a 
concept referring to the relative orientation of poles, 
for this competition, Arctic Polarities describes 
the state of having two opposing or contradictory 
tendencies, opinions, or aspects, as in modern/
traditional or city/village.

Other efforts, such as those of the Thematic Network 
on Arctic Telecommunications and Networking, seek 
solutions to overcome the challenge of connectivity.  
Connectivity remains an issue for many rural 
communities, and until internet connections can 
be assured to meet everyone’s needs, the digital 
divide in the Arctic will remain.  This need was 
underscored when UArctic Congress 2020, originally 
planned for October, had to be postponed to May 
2021; however, due to Covid-19, it ultimately went 
to an online venue instead.  Despite the change, 
the Congress still attracted nearly 600 registered 
participants who followed 40 online parallel 
sessions and plenaries.  

Several other important educational activities are 
also ongoing.  The first, established in the early years 
of UArctic, consists of the Bachelor-level Circumpolar 
Studies courses designed to increase awareness of 
the Arctic as a whole.  These courses continue today, 
with some now available as a classroom course at 
many UArctic member institutions.  

The second, north2north, is a program enabling 
student exchange from one UArctic member 
university to another.  The program offers firsthand 
experience of different northern regions and 
cultures.  It operates closely with the faculty 
exchange program to build mutual cooperation and 
support.  Scholarships and travel grants are often 
available as well. 

UArctic continues to grow as each year, new 
organizations and institutions request membership 
and researchers establish new Thematic Networks.  

The two decades that have passed since UArctic 
was established have only served to underscore its 
importance to the Arctic and the world. 

          —Adapted from University of Arctic (UArctic) –  
          20 Years of Cooperation in Education, Research,  
          and Knowledge Sharing.  Witness the Arctic,  
           Summer 2021; and also from Congratulations,  
          UArctic!  20-Year Anniversary, UArctic News, 1  
          September 2021.

Try out the Polar Libraries Colloquy with a free 
membership that runs through our June 2022 
Colloquy in Quebec City.  You are eligible if you are 
an information specialist or library or archive worker 
at an institution located in the Polar Regions or with 
polar collections, or if you conduct polar research.  

Benefits include networking and participating 
in an international forum of peers concerning 
polar information collection, preservation, and 
dissemination, as well as related initiatives.  To join, 
visit the PLC Membership page.

Free PLC Membership

Apply for the Wenger Award

PLC’s Wenger Award is given to one or more 
member individuals who wish to attend and present 
a paper at the PLC Colloquy but need financial 
assistance to do so.  It covers the full registration 
cost and up to $400 for travel.  For more information 
and to apply, visit PLC’s website.  The deadline for 
the upcoming June Colloquy is 31 March 2022. 

https://www.uarctic.org/news/2021/6/the-uarctic-photo-competition-arctic-polarities-2022
https://www.uarctic.org/news/2021/6/the-uarctic-photo-competition-arctic-polarities-2022
https://www.uarctic.org/news/2006/2/north2north
https://www.arcus.org/witness-the-arctic/2021/1/article/32197?utm_source=wtav25i1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wta
https://www.arcus.org/witness-the-arctic/2021/1/article/32197?utm_source=wtav25i1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wta
https://www.arcus.org/witness-the-arctic/2021/1/article/32197?utm_source=wtav25i1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wta
https://www.uarctic.org/news/2021/9/congratulations-uarctic-20-year-anniversary
https://www.uarctic.org/news/2021/9/congratulations-uarctic-20-year-anniversary
https://polarlibraries.org/membership/
https://polarlibraries.org/hubert-wenger-award/
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Liisa Hallikainen Retires from University of Lapland

by Susanna Parikka, Library Director
Lapland University Consortium Library

This past spring 2021, Liisa Hallikainen, information 
specialist for the University of Lapland´s Arctic 
Centre and PLC member for many years, retired from 
her long career in the research information field, 
where she focused on the research process from 
different viewpoints, both as a researcher and as an 
information specialist.

Because her father was a researcher, Liisa became 
acquainted with science and research from an early 
age.  As a schoolgirl, she helped her father and the 
institute where he worked with the proceedings 
of an international conference by walking around 
a table covered with piles of papers and collecting 
them one-by-one to compile the proceedings for 
publication.  She still proudly wears the Norwegian 
sweater that her father bought in Norway when 
he traveled to Svalbard during the International 
Geophysical Year 1957–1958.

After earning her M.Sc. in biology and the 
qualification of information specialist, Liisa worked 
for a number of years as a researcher and an 
information specialist in a research institute in the 
Helsinki region.  But the North called her, and since 
2000 she has worked as an information specialist 
in Arctic information at the University of Lapland´s 
Arctic Centre.  The Arctic Centre and its library have 
always had an international focus, which suited 

her very well.  She has been involved in activities 
related to international cooperation since 2000 and 
participated in several Polar Libraries Colloquies 
with her own presentations.  She has been a 
member of the PLC Steering Committee since 2014, 
and stood in for fellow Steering Committee member 
Sandy Campbell as an official PLC representative at 
the 2018 University of the Arctic Congress in Oulu.  
Liisa´s contributions in the planning and organizing 
of the recent 27th Colloquy in Rovaniemi in 2018 
were invaluable.

She has also contributed her expertise in many 
national working groups and networks, especially 
in the field of Open Access (OA) science and 
data management.  This became the focus in her 
later work as she moved on to implementing the 
University of Lapland’s research portal, as well as 
supporting researchers with OA.  She also created 
OA courses for the university’s PhD students.

Liisa will be missed by all of her colleagues and 
especially those of us in PLC, and we wish her well in 
her retirement.

          — Editors’ note:  This item was planned for   
         inclusion in the previous Spring 2021 Bulletin,  
          but was inadvertently left out.  We sincerely  
         regret the omission.

Here is a brief history and timeline of 
the Arctic Centre, which was founded 
in 1989.  Its brochure, available here, 
states that it combines research, the
Arktikum Science Centre, and 
science communications to promote 
sustainable development in the 
Arctic Regions.

View of the Arktikum Science 
Centre.  (Photograph courtesy of 
the University of Lapland)

https://www.arcticcentre.org/EN/About/History
https://www.arcticcentre.org/loader.aspx?id=2b50e05c-554e-4800-bbdb-45f43dfd8744
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IT IS A JOURNEY
Viewpoints from the Indigenous Archives

Today and Tomorrow Conference

ConferenCe overview
by Taina Saarenpää

The Indigenous Archives Today and Tomorrow 
Conference was held 18–19 October 2021 in Finnish 
Lapland, Anár (Inari), and online.  Organized by 
the Arctic Indigenous Design Archives (AIDA) 
project in collaboration with the Digital Access to 
Sámi Heritage Archives project, the conference 
consisted of two days of inspiring presentations 
and conversations about Sámi cultural heritage and 
Indigenous Sámi archives that brought together 
archivists, museum professionals, researchers, 
students, and experts of Sámi duodji (the handicraft 
of the Sámi people) in the Sámi Cultural Centre.

The conference concentrated on archiving Sámi 
duodji heritage and presenting Nuohtti, the new 
search portal for Sámi-related archival materials.  
Speakers from Sápmi, Finland, Sweden, Norway, 
New Zealand, and the United States discussed the 

by Peter Lund, Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge
Taina Saarenpää and Susanna Parikka, Lapland University Consortium Library, University of Lapland

key questions in archiving Sámi Cultural Heritage.  
One of the main messages of the conference 
was that the only way for archives to do their 
work ethically and sustainably is to listen to the 
communities, cooperate with the Indigenous 
people, and make sure their voices are heard.

ConferenCe notes, Day 1, Part 1
by Susanna Parikka

 The first part of the first conference day featured 
the project AIDA from the different perspectives of 
three partners from three countries: Sámi Archives 
in Anár (Inari), which is part of the National Archives 
of Finland; Ájtte, the Swedish Mountain and Sámi 
Museum in Jokkmokk; and the Sámi University of 
Applied Sciences in Kautokeino, Norway.

AIDA project leader Anna Westman Kuhmunen 
from Ájtte, explained that the aim of the project was 

Sámi Cultural Centre Sajos in Anár (Inari in Finnish) where the 
conference was held.  (Photograph courtesy of S. Parikka)

to establish an Indigenous archive 
that responds to the needs of Sámi 
people.  The purpose is to preserve 
not just the objects, but also the 
process of making them: handicraft 
is processes, values, ideas.  New 
thinking was needed in the museum, 
such as inviting craftsmen and other 
actors as collaborators to museum 
experts and establishing and 
nurturing long-term relations with 
them.  A new kind of collaboration 
between university, museum, and 
archive was also needed.

Moreover, classification had to be 
solved.  The existing structure did 
not fit because there were different 
forms of materials.  Many new 
questions were asked: where are 
the borders between an archive and 

 continued on page 8

https://arkisto.fi/aida/
https://digisamiarchives.com/
https://digisamiarchives.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3lAPV9WFe0
https://arkisto.fi/en/frontpage
https://arkisto.fi/en/frontpage
https://www.ajtte.com/
https://www.ajtte.com/
https://samas.no/en/node/204
https://samas.no/en/node/204
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Decolonising Arctic Resources: A LibGuide

by Frances Marsh, Senior Library Assistant 
Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge

The library team at the Scott Polar Research 
Institute has recently published a new LibGuide 
titled Decolonising Arctic Resources.  Its aim is to 
provide a connection point between communities 
in the Arctic and users in other parts of the world, 
thereby giving another way for northern Indigenous 
communities to make their perspectives known.  We 
do not attempt to represent the Arctic, but rather 
to highlight the formats and forums in which Arctic 
people speak for themselves.  We plan to revise 
the content regularly based on comments and 
suggestions that come in through the LibGuide’s 
discussion board.

The project began following the suggestion of a 
postgraduate student that the library does not 
adequately engage with information resources 
beyond the traditional publication routes, 
prioritising monographs and journals published 
in the Global North over outputs from the Arctic 
that might include videos, podcasts, games, online 
essays, and social media.  As the LibGuide explains, 
“digital-only formats do not always conform to the 
requirements of library catalogues, databases, and 
repositories, and hence they do not circulate in the 
same way as standard western scholarship.”  We are 
aware that our library catalogue, iDiscover, limits 
the digital information we can provide access to, 
so the LibGuide hopes to signpost a selection of 
the resources produced in the Arctic by Indigenous 

communities and also draw attention to the bias 
and coloniality of the library’s digital infrastructure.  

Another important feature is that the LibGuide 
is bilingual in English and Russian.  It includes a 
multilingual ‘welcome’ banner, a link to a map of 
Arctic Indigenous languages, and a prompt about 
languages when searching for material.  We hope 
to remind users of the huge variety of languages 
and dialects used and spoken across the Arctic, and 
the implications this has for their research process 
and practices.  Because the English language is so 
predominant in academic publishing patterns, the 
LibGuide helps indicate information users may miss 
if only searching for English-language resources. 

The LibGuide has been an experiment for us and is 
not a finished product.  It will always be a work in 
progress, as we plan to revise the material according 
to the discussion and suggestions we receive.

We are excited to share this LibGuide with the PLC 
community, and encourage you to share it in turn 
with learners and educators in your own institutions 
and with your connections in communities in the 
Arctic.  We welcome any comments, suggestions, or 
recommendations for new resources to add via the 
Discussion tab (which can be done anonymously); 
you can also contact us directly at library@spri.cam.
ac.uk if you prefer not to share your ideas publicly. 

https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/decolonising-arctic
https://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=44CAM_PROD&lang=en_US&tab=cam_lib_coll&search_scope=SCOP_SCO&sortby=rank
https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/decolonising-arctic/discuss
mailto:library%40spri.cam.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:library%40spri.cam.ac.uk?subject=
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PLC to Apply for New UArctic Thematic Network

by Sandy Campbell
John W. Scott Health Sciences Library, University of Alberta

PLC will be proposing a new University of the 
Arctic (UArctic) Thematic Network, with PLC being 
the Lead Organization, to address issues around 
decolonization and Indigenization of metadata, 
subject headings, and description in Arctic libraries 
and archives.  Thematic Networks are formalized 
groupings of researchers within UArctic who have 
interests in similar subjects. 

The proposal has grown from the recognition 
that many of our catalogues and databases 
contain descriptive elements that are culturally 
inappropriate, incorrect, and/or derogatory.  The 
hope is that by working together across numerous 
collections and organizations struggling to solve 
the same problems, we will be able to arrive at some 
shared solutions. 

So far, the group preparing the proposal has great 
representation from five countries and two Inuit 

Nominations Open, but Earlier Deadline, for 2022 Mills Prize

Groups from Canada and Greenland.  The proposed 
Thematic Network is co-chaired by Sharon Farnel 
(University of Alberta) and Shannon Christoffersen 
(University of Calgary).  However, we are actively 
seeking an Indigenous co-chair.  A few lists of 
terminology approved by Indigenous groups have 
already been shared with the group.  The proposal is 
almost finished and will go to UArctic early in 2022 
to move through several committees.  We hope to 
present it to the UArctic Assembly later in June 2022 
in Portland, Maine.

The Network is open to anyone working with 
decolonization/Indigenization of metadata, subject 
headings, or description.  We particularly encourage 
librarians, archivists, and information professionals 
from any Arctic Indigenous groups to join us in 
the project.  For more information, contact Sandy 
Campbell at sandy.campbell@ualberta.ca.

by Julia Finn
Chair, William Mills Prize Committee

Nominations are being accepted for the 2022 
William Mills Book Prize.  Note that the deadline 
to submit a nomination is 15 February 2022, a 
bit earlier than usual due to Covid-19 causing 
postponement of the 2020 Colloquy.  The winner 
will be announced this June at the 28th PLC. 

The Mills Prize, first awarded in 2006, was 
established in memory of William Mills, a polar 
librarian and author, and a core member of PLC.  The 
$500 (USD) prize honors the best Arctic or Antarctic 
non-fiction books published throughout the 
world, and includes certificates for the author and 
publisher, as well as the right to use the William Mills 
Prize logo when advertising the winning book.

Individuals not affiliated with PLC are also welcome 
to submit nominations.  The nominated book may 

be any type of substantive work of non-fiction 
or a reference resource.  Textbooks, anthologies, 
translations, and new editions will not be considered 
unless they are truly outstanding contributions to 
polar literature.  

Since the official language of the Colloquy is English, 
books must be published in an English-language 
version to be eligible.  The nominated book must 
have been published for the first time within the 
two calendar years before the Colloquy at which the 
prize will be given.  The timeframe for the 2022 prize 
is January 2020 to December 2021.

mailto:sandy.campbell%40ualberta.ca?subject=
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Nominations Open, but Earlier Deadline  continued

Nominations must include the author(s) and/or 
corporate author(s), title, publisher, and date of 
publication, as well as a statement of the reasons 
why the nominator thinks the book should be 
considered for the prize.  Books authored, edited, or 
published by members of the current PLC Steering 
Committee are not eligible for nomination.

For more information on the William Mills Book 
Prize, or to submit a nomination, please contact Julia 
Finn at millsprize@gmail.com.

Information on past prize winners, short-listed titles, 
and nominees is available on the PLC website.

The Arctic Yearbook

Here are the two most recent annual Arctic Yearbooks produced by UArctic’s Thematic Network on 
Geopolitics and Security.  The series covers not only Arctic politics, governance, and security, but also 
new and emerging themes and trends as they relate locally, regionally, or worldwide.  Intended to be the 
preeminent repository of critical analysis on the Arctic region, its audience includes students, scholars and 
scientists, policy-makers, planners, business people, general readers, and others.  Click on the titles below for 
the full text of each one.

The Yearbook is an open access, double-blind peer-reviewed publication that is both international and 
interdisciplinary.  Material is obtained through an open call for papers (peer-reviewed scholarly articles), as 
well as invited contributions (briefing notes, commentaries).  There are no author fees.

2020 Arctic Yearbook.  Climate 
Change and the Arctic: Global Origins, 
Regional Responsibilities?

2021 Arctic Yearbook.  Defining and 
Mapping the Arctic: Sovereignties, 
Policies and Perceptions. 

mailto:millsprize%40gmail.com.?subject=Mills%20Prize
https://polarlibraries.org/william-mills-prize/
https://issuu.com/arcticportal/docs/ay2020?fr=sMzBiMzIyMjA2MjA
https://issuu.com/arcticportal/docs/ay2020?fr=sMzBiMzIyMjA2MjA
https://issuu.com/arcticportal/docs/ay2020?fr=sMzBiMzIyMjA2MjA
https://arcticyearbook.com/?fbclid=IwAR1DG0Hfaa_AvZEsbN7o0gAfwLH1SZtbG2355eDkHdk26qfkj7VV5nD7QuQ
https://arcticyearbook.com/?fbclid=IwAR1DG0Hfaa_AvZEsbN7o0gAfwLH1SZtbG2355eDkHdk26qfkj7VV5nD7QuQ
https://arcticyearbook.com/?fbclid=IwAR1DG0Hfaa_AvZEsbN7o0gAfwLH1SZtbG2355eDkHdk26qfkj7VV5nD7QuQ
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IT IS A JOURNEY  continued from page 4

a museum?  When does an art material become 
an object?  The museum needed to change the 
working process: keeping the archive together, 
using different ways of storing and understanding 
the creative process and the artist´s philosophy.  It is 
a journey.

Inari Sámi artist and designer Inka Kangasniemi had 
seen both sides of the archive donation process as 
a museum worker and as a donator.  She also had 
experience using archive materials for her research.  
New services like the process of taking in digital 
materials were developed in Duodjar-archive, and 
those services could be applied to other archives.  
With her own research on a special piece of Sámi 
duodji, raanu, she was very impressed with the kind 
of different meanings a piece of duodji can have 
above being a product.

ConferenCe notes, Day 1, Part ii 
by Taina Saarenpää

The keynote speaker, Dr. Jelena Porsanger, Director 
of The Sámi Museum in Karasjok, Norway, presented 
two research methodologies developed from 
an Indigenous perspective in a research project 
concerning Sámi women in leadership positions.  
The first one, muittašit ovttas (shared remembering), 
was developed for gathering information and 
conceptualizing the subject.  The second, solju 
(round breastpin), was used both as a method and 
an analytical tool.  Solju’s inner and outer circles 
lead to the recognition of an interconnectedness 
of values and actions.  These methods that are 
based on the Sámi way of thinking are introduced 
in the book chapter she co-authored, ‘Shared 
Remembering’ as a Relational Indigenous Method 
in Conceptualization of Sámi Women’s Leadership 
(in Indigenous Research Methodologies in Sámi and 
Global Contexts, co-edited by P. Virtanen, P. Keskitalo, 
and T. Olsen, 2021).

The next session featured Jacob Adams from the 
University of Stavanger, who talked about how 
the perceptions on preservation, property rights, 
and ownership differ between the archive, the law, 
and the Indigenous people.  Adams pointed out 
that for the Sámi people, heritage is living culture 
that is preserved by passing it on from generation 
to generation, while in archives and museums it is 
usually important to preserve ‘the original’ as it is.

Adams stated that one of the key issues, especially 
in the digital world, is that intellectual property 
rights are often in conflict with the views of 
Indigenous people and their moral rights.  Many 
archival collections have been unethically 
collected and described, and it is common that the 
Indigenous people do not have a say in the ways 
their heritage is collected, preserved, represented, 
and used.  

Adams referenced the current AIDA II project whose 
focus is to elevate archives as actors of the present, 
rather than simply collective memory and static 
keepers of the past.  He further underlined the 
importance of seeing and treating the Indigenous 

Another view of the Sámi Cultural Centre. 
(Photograph courtesy of S. Parikka)

Gunvor Guttorm, project leader and Professor 
of Duodji, saw the archives as a great treasure.  
She reflected on the purpose of using the 
archive materials, how to handle them, what to 
do with them, and what is possible to do with 
them.  The first part of the day ended with duojár 
(Sámi handicrafter) and teacher Solveig Labba´s 
experiences.  She showed many examples of her 
work, as well as works that other duojárs had 
contributed to the archives.  Labba shared that she 
made her own donation to the archives because she 
had found these contributions by others so helpful 
and inspiring.

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/raanu
https://rdm.no/en/de_samiske_samlinger-2/om-museet/
https://brill.com/view/title/56605
https://brill.com/view/title/56605
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IT IS A JOURNEY  continued 

people as active and significant actors, as part 
of modern society, and as the living and thriving 
communities they are. 

ConferenCe notes, Day 2 
by Peter Lund

The second day of the conference provided a 
fascinating insight into the rewards and challenges 
of the AIDA II project, Archives as Actors.  Rather 
than attempting to describe the full conference 
programme, I’ve concentrated on a keynote of 
particular interest.

The keynote session, Indigenous Rights and 
Authority in the Archive, with Jane Anderson, 
New York University, and Mãui Hudson, University 
of Waikato, formed part of the session on Ethics, 
Archives, and Digital Access.  This paper described 
work to address Indigenous rights and authority, 
looking at how to involve Indigenous communities 
in archival description.  

It presented a path from intellectual property 
using Creative Commons licenses to the adoption 
of Traditional Knowledge Labels.  The presenters 
described how Creative Commons licenses fall short 
in terms of establishing Indigenous authority and 
rights since Indigenous collections and data can be 
buried in a larger collection, dataset, or repository.  

Traditional Knowledge Labels are 20 meta data 
tags that bring Indigenous laws and rules for 
sharing material into collections.  Three examples, 
Attribution, Culturally Sensitive, and Seasonal, were 
described in more detail.

The presenters illustrated how labels are now 
working in practice.  The first example concerned 
materials from the Passamaquoddy tribe which 
had been ascribed Library of Congress authority 
headings.  The MARC record 540 field was used to 
record and make the additional description visible 
to users.  Another example came from the University 
of Tasmania Repository which has labels on some 
records indicating that their indexing is incomplete; 
the labels reflect their willingness to collaborate to 
improve their subject indexing.

This keynote was a welcome glimpse into how 
collections relating to Indigenous communities 
might be described more sensitively and 
respectfully.  It was inspiring to hear archivists 
describing their work on the AIDA project and to 
recognise an inherent conflict between the view 
that “we cannot just conserve materials and not 
show them to anyone” and the need to sensitively 
manage access.  A discussion filmed outside 
against a backdrop of Arctic woodland made for a 
refreshing change.

A storage hut (ájtte in the Sámi language) on  
the grounds of the Swedish Mountain and 
Sámi Museum.  (Photograph courtesy of B. 
Oberger, Wikimedia Commons)

The collaborative Digital Access to Sámi 
Heritage Archives project is in the later 
stages of developing a user-friendly search 
portal recently named Nuohtti.  It will 
enable searching for Sámi cultural heritage 
information across different European digital 
archives regardless of location.

https://arkisto.fi/aida/en/conference-indigenous-archives-today-and-tomorrow/programme-18-19-10-2021
https://arkisto.fi/aida/en/conference-indigenous-archives-today-and-tomorrow/programme-18-19-10-2021
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:F%C3%B6rr%C3%A5dsbod_Ajtte_p%C3%A5_Ajtte.JPG
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New Publications

Bunikowski, Dawid, and Alan D. Hemmings, 
eds.  2020.  Philosophies of Polar Law.  Routledge 
Research in Polar Law.  New York: Routledge 
(Taylor & Francis Group).

Addressing the most fundamental concepts and 
problems of polar law, Philosophies of Polar Law 
focuses on the legal constructs relating to both 
Arctic and Antarctica.  The book looks beyond 
the apparent similarities and differences of the 
two polar regions to address the distinctive legal 
problems of each.  It examines key areas of the 
philosophy of law around legal interpretation and 
the role of nation states as it relates to concepts of 
territorial sovereignty, whether officially recognized 
or merely asserted.  

Also examined are the exercise of jurisdiction and 
the philosophical justifications for such claims, as 
well as Indigenous rights, land rights, civil commons, 
and issues of justice.  This work will interest students 
and scholars of polar law, land law, heritage law, 
international relations in the polar regions, and the 
wider polar social sciences and humanities.

Four new UArctic publications have been announced by the Thematic Network on Arctic Law, whose 
members actively participated as both authors and editors.  The descriptions below are adapted from the 
article, Thematic Network on Arctic Law: Four New Books Released, UArctic News, 12 August 2020; and also 
from the publishers’ announcements (Routledge, NATO, Palgrave Macmillan, and Routledge, respectively).

Trump, Benjamin D., Kamrul Hossain, and Igor Linkov, 
eds.  2020.  Cybersecurity and Resilience in the Arctic.  
NATO Science for Peace and Security Series, Sub-
series D, Information and Communication Security, 58.  
Amsterdam: IOS Press.

A compilation of contributions from the NATO Advanced 
Research Workshop Governance for Cyber Security and 
Resilience in the Arctic is presented in Cybersecurity and 
Resilience in the Arctic.  Held in Rovaniemi, Finland, the 2019 
workshop brought together top scholars in cybersecurity 
risk assessment to discuss potential analytical and governing 

https://www.uarctic.org/news/2020/8/thematic-network-on-arctic-law-four-new-books-released/?utm_source=Thematic+Network+on+Arctic+Law%3a+four+new+books+released&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=Rss+Reader&utm_source=UArctic+Newsletter+Subscription&utm_campaign=4ad7f50ae5-UARCTIC_NEWSLETTER_FULL_MONTHLY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d5e94e126e-4ad7f50ae5-141917093
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New Publications  continued

Salminen, Mirva, Gerald Zojer, and Kamrul Hossain, eds. 
2020.  Digitalisation and Human Security: A Multi-Disciplinary 
Approach to Cybersecurity in the European High North.  New 
Security Challenges.  [S. l]: Palgrave Macmillan (Springer). 

Digitalisation and Human Security is a major 
outcome of a three-year-long research project 
titled Enablement Besides Constraints: Human 
Security and a Cyber Multi-Disciplinary Framework 
in the European High North.”  The book offers a 
multidisciplinary approach to questions related to 
digitalisation and cybersecurity in the European 
High North, i.e., the northernmost areas of 
Scandinavia, Finland, and northwestern Russia, from 
a human security perspective.  

Challenging the mainstream concept of 
cybersecurity as pertaining only to technical or 
national threats, the book instead reconstructs it, 
placing as the reference point the daily life and well-
being of the people and communities populating 
this unique and vast geographic region.  Within this 
framework, it presents both positive and negative 
potential impacts of digital development on people 
and stresses the importance of local perspectives—
ground up solutions rather than top down.
Examining possible security measures and societal 
trajectories, the book discusses such topics as 
digital inclusion policies, cross-border infrastructure 
development, adequate and functional information 
infrastructure, and innovative use of digital 
technologies, for example to forecast food trends or 
outbreaks of animal disease.   

strategies.  The book offers perspectives on how to improve critical Arctic infrastructure against various 
human and natural threats, as well as legal frameworks and governance options to promote cyber resilience.

A background on analytical tools relevant to risk and resilience analytics, including risk assessment, decision 
analysis, and supply chain management is provided.  This publication will be most useful to government, 
Native, and civil society groups, as well as military stakeholders and civilian practitioners for gaining a better 
understanding on how to enhance the Arctic’s resilience in the face of various ever-increasing natural and 
anthropogenic challenges.

 Written for policy-makers, government and non-
government regulators, and academics, this book 
gives the citizens and communities of the European 
High North a voice in matters related to human 
security, human rights, and cybersecurity.
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New Publications  continued

Food Security in the High North is one result of the 
project, Food (in)Security in the Arctic: Contribution 
of Traditional and Local Food to Promote Food 
Security with Particular Reference to the European 
High North, funded by the Nordic Council of 
Ministers.  Offering multidisciplinary insights, the 
book explores the challenges of food security, 
sustainability, and supply chains in the high Arctic, 
with a specific focus on Indigenous Peoples.  It 
captures the tremendous complexity facing the 
region’s populations as they strive to maintain 
sustainable food systems, both subsistence and 
commercial, and to regain sovereignty over 
traditional food production policies.  

Highlighting the importance of accessible and 
sustainable traditional foods and natural products 
unique to this region, and the significant role 

Hossain, Kamrul, Lena Maria Nilsson, and Thora 
Martina Herrmann, eds.  2021.  Food Security in 
the High North: Contemporary Challenges Across 
the Circumpolar Region.  Routledge Research in 
Polar Regions.  New York: Routledge (Taylor & 
Francis Group). 

they play towards food security and sovereignty, 
a range of issues is explored.  These include food 
contamination risks due to increasing human 
activities, processing methods that combine 
Indigenous and traditional knowledge to convert 
harvested foods into local foods, and the changing 
livelihoods and gender roles of maintaining 
traditional food security and sovereignty.  The book 
will be of interest to academics, scholars, and policy 
makers working in the areas of food and agricultural 
studies, anthropology, sociology, biology, 
geography, and political science. 

mailto:andrew.gray%40ucl.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:jebraundallen%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
mailto:docarle%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
mailto:docarle%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
https://polarlibrariescolloquy.com/
http://www.spri.cam.ac.uk/resources/directory/libraries/

