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It’s Really Happening!  The 28th PLC Is Almost Here!

  And Face-to-Face Too!

After a VERY long wait that has included two 
postponements amid an ongoing pandemic, the 
28th Polar Libraries Colloquy will at last be held in 
person in Quebec City, 5–10 June 2022.  Hosted 
by La Bibliothèque de l’Université Laval on the 
theme Sharing Polar Cultures and Knowledge: 
Perspectives from Libraries and Archives, PLC 2022 
will bring together specialists in northern and polar 
information from different countries in Europe and 
North America. 

Kudos and extra special thanks go to the 28th 
Colloquy planning committee members, Stéfano 
Biondo, Joë Bouchard, and Gaston Quirion, for their 
patience, flexibility, and stamina to organize the 
meeting in an ever-changing environment.  Twice!

The conference will feature librarians and archivists 
sharing northern cultures and knowledge, and a 
special workshop will address the timely issue of 
metadata decolonization.  Attendees will also learn 
more about the work of renowned researchers in 
Arctic studies, as well as the Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal cultures of northern Quebec.  

A listing and abstracts of sessions, presentations, 
posters, keynotes, workshops, and so on can be 

found on the PLC 2022 website under the Abstracts 
tab.  Some of these include: 

     •  Increasing Engagement: A Case Study of the “By    
        Endurance We Conquer—the Shackleton Project” 

     •  Tribute to Louis-Edmond Hamelin, Father of the  
        Nordicity Concept

     •  Open Polar: A Discovery Service Covering the             
        Global Output of Openly Accessible Polar Research  
        Data and Publications

     •  Arctic Information Discovery and Access:         
        Redesigning ASTIS for a New Generation
        of Researchers

     •  Collaboration and Co-Design: Digital Storytelling  
        as Knowledge Preservation and Transmission

     •  A Lived Archive: Norientalism and Indigenous Self- 
        Determination in a Digital World

The planning committee is closely monitoring 
the health situation and will keep the participants 
informed of any new health measures that may  
be implemented.

Discover the legendary joie de vivre of Quebec and 
enjoy the beautiful surroundings in the heart of the 
city.  We look forward to seeing you soon.  

   Bienvenue!

https://event.fourwaves.com/bbddb989-c936-4ce2-82d2-b226d080e2c1/pages
https://event.fourwaves.com/bbddb989-c936-4ce2-82d2-b226d080e2c1/abstracts?page=1&pageSize=20&formId=5c431678-56fc-458a-a2d0-da156dc37d60&searchTerm=&filteringType=ContainsAll&isPublishedFilter=true&submissionDecisionsfilteringType=ContainsAny&isPresentingNow=false&isBookmarked=false&submissionScope=accepted&listingOption=numerical&layout=list
https://event.fourwaves.com/bbddb989-c936-4ce2-82d2-b226d080e2c1/abstracts?page=1&pageSize=20&formId=5c431678-56fc-458a-a2d0-da156dc37d60&searchTerm=&filteringType=ContainsAll&isPublishedFilter=true&submissionDecisionsfilteringType=ContainsAny&isPresentingNow=false&isBookmarked=false&submissionScope=accepted&listingOption=numerical&layout=list
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PLC Chair’s Report

by Peter Lund
Scott Polar Research Institute
University of Cambridge

As the pandemic eases, one can only start the Chair’s report by looking forward to the 28th PLC taking place 
in Quebec City in June 2022: Sharing Polar Cultures and Knowledge: Perspectives from Libraries and Archives.  
Joë Bouchard, Stéfano Biondo, Gaston Quirion, and colleagues at the Bibliothèque de l’Université Laval have 
moved mountains to get the Colloquy programme together after all of the Covid-related difficulties over the 
past couple of years.

This event will mark the end of my four years as PLC’s chair, and I thank the Steering Committee for sticking 
together through the pandemic.  Of course, meeting on Zoom was not new to us, and thanks to Shelly 
Sommer and the University of Colorado, we’ve been gathering on Zoom every three months since 2016.

There are several people I would like to thank for all of their help during my longer-than-normal term as chair.  
I might start with Susanna Parikka at the Lapland University Consortium Library, not least for standing in for 
me during a recent illness and supporting me during these past four years.  She will take over as chair after 
this year’s Colloquy, and I’m sure she’ll do a terrific job—kiitos, Susanna.  

Laura Kissel has been a solid rock of support as secretary—thank you, Laura.  Meanwhile Shannon 
Christoffersen, Sandy Campbell, and Andrew Gray have also helped me understand how PLC and the 
Steering Committee works at various times.  

And Juli Braund-Allen and Daria O. Carle have committed tirelessly to put out the Polar Libraries Bulletin; they 
will be stepping down from editing duties [see p. 4, this issue] and will be a hard act to follow.  Then there’s 
the William Mills Prize work undertaken by Julia Finn as the Coordinator.  

A final thanks goes to everyone who has contributed to the committee, the Bulletin, and polar libraries and 
archives everywhere.  I’m very proud to have had the chance to serve in this position for the past four years, 
and I look forward to meeting everyone attending PLC in Quebec City.

Fifty Years Ago This Summer

 2nd Northern Libraries Colloquy, 31 May–2 June 1972, Hanover, NH, USA
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Introducing DALAM:

A Proposed UArctic Thematic Network

What Is DALAM?

DALAM is the acronym for Decolonization of Arctic 
Library and Archives Metadata, a PLC-sponsored 
network of 23 individuals from 17 organizations 
in seven countries working together to create 
respectful and culturally appropriate subject 
headings, descriptive terminology, and metadata for 
Arctic collections related to Indigenous peoples.

What Are Our Goals?

• To help libraries and archives correct the 
culturally inappropriate, incorrect, and colonially 
centered metadata, subject headings, and 
descriptive records which currently exist in 
Arctic collections.

• To support Indigenous peoples in defining the 
ways in which they and their environments are 
described in this domain. 

• To make Arctic Indigenous languages more 
present in metadata, subject headings, and     
descriptive records.

• To build infrastructure, practices, tools, and 
relationships among Thematic Network partners 
to promote sustainability going forward.

by Sandy Campbell
John W. Scott Health Sciences Library
University of Alberta

Why a Thematic Network?

Many libraries and archives have inappropriate 
subject headings, metadata, and descriptions.  
We all have to solve this problem, so let’s solve 
it together.  If you are working in this area or are 
interested in decolonization, you are welcome to 
join us!

When Will This Happen?

The PLC’s Thematic Network Proposal will be 
presented to the University of the Arctic Assembly in 
early June 2022.

Where Can I Learn More?

Contact Sandy Campbell at sandy.campbell@
ualberta.ca.

Twenty Years Ago This Summer 

20th PLC, 7–11 June 2004, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

mailto:sandy.campbell%40ualberta.ca?subject=
mailto:sandy.campbell%40ualberta.ca?subject=
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 A Farewell Note from Your Editors

With this Spring 2022 issue, your editors of the Polar Libraries Bulletin, Juli Braund-Allen and Daria O. Carle, are 
calling it quits.  The two of us have been responsible for producing this publication since the Fall 2006 issue, 
and now it’s time to pass the torch.  We’ve had a good run but 16 years is long enough.  

With help from campus emedia folks, our very first issue used InDesign in a printed format and was published 
following the 21st PLC in Rome.  By the next issue in Spring 2007, the Bulletin went electronic, with a PDF 
emailed to members on the mailing list and print copies sent to a few others who had not yet transitioned to 
the digital world.  That continued for a few more issues, but within another year, we were completely online 
and also helming the publication ourselves.

We have very much enjoyed and learned quite a lot from our editorial responsibilities over the years.  Along 
with the contributions we receive from PLC members and others, we both edit and write original content, 
while Juli performs all of the content layout and design.  And then the two of us proofread, and proofread, 
and proofread....

If you or other colleagues are interested in taking over the editorship, please contact us or get in touch 
with the PLC Steering Committee.  There will also be a call for volunteers at the PLC meeting in Quebec, and 
we already have some interest.  No previous experience or special qualifications are required, other than a 
willingness to compile material for an issue and publish it online twice a year.  

The two of us have found it helpful to be physically located in the same library while working on the Bulletin, 
but in actuality it makes no difference.  Additionally, more than two people might take it on, though we 
wouldn’t recommend fewer than two, especially for brainstorming, proofing, and overall enjoyment!  New 
editors are under no obligation to continue the Bulletin in the same format that we have used.  We are willing 
to provide guidance as needed, but innovation is welcomed as it may be time for something new and 
completely different!  

It has been our complete pleasure to meet and correspond with so many of you in sharing news and other 
happenings in polar libraries.  We thank you!

 —Juli & Daria

Two UArctic Member Institutions Co-Sponsor PhD Dissertation:
HOMUNCULUS: Bearing Incorporeal Arcticulations

A recent example of cooperation between the 
University of Lapland and Scott Polar Research 
Institute is a doctoral dissertation by PhD student 
Joonas Vola that they co-sponsored, entitled 
HOMUNCULUS: Bearing Incorporeal Arcticulations 
(click on the title for the open-access PDF).  It 
“investigates Arctic change and the way in 
which it is described in science, art, and popular 
communication.  The author’s results provide 
grounds for a novel, more radical, and more critical 
way to address the Arctic region and the Arcticness.”

“When studying and interpreting the Arctic as a 
region, natural phenomenon, or political issue, it 
is important to critically assess the concepts used.  
However, this critical stance hardly ever relates to 
the starting point of the research: ‘the Arctic’ as a 
term.  According to Vola, we may even question 
whether the Arctic even exists without the actors 
and activities that construct it.  We might be dealing 
with yet another case of  ‘the emperor’s new clothes’, 
that is, a non-existent issue is made real through 
imagination, language, and social interaction.  It 
raises the question, what lies underneath the veil of 
the Arctic?”

continued on p. 7

mailto:docarle%40alaska.edu?subject=
mailto:kissel.4%40osu.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
https://lauda.ulapland.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/64981/Vola_Joonas.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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William Mills Prize
2022 Nominees

Audlaluk, Larry.  2020.  What I Remember, What I Know:      
The Life of a High Arctic Exile.  Iqaluit: Inhabit Media.

Bulkeley, Rip.  2021.  The Historiography of the First 
Russian Antarctic Expedition, 1819–21.  Cham, 
Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan.

Butler, Angie, and Beau Riffenburgh.  2020.  Shackleton’s 
Critic: The Life and Diaries of Eric Stewart Marshall.  
Radway, Warwick, UK: Jackleberry Press.

Crate, Susan Alexandra.  2021.  Once Upon the 
Permafrost: Knowing Culture and Climate Change 
in Siberia.  Critical Green Engagements.  Tuscon: 
University of Arizona Press.  [Open access here] 

Foscari, Giulia / UNLESS, eds.  2021.  Antarctic Resolution.  
Zürich: Lars Müller Publishers.

Fretwell, Peter.  2020.  Antarctic Atlas: New Maps and 
Graphics that Tell the Story of a Continent.  London: 
Penguin Random House.

Ittusardjuat, Serapio.  2020.  How I Survived: Four Nights 
on the Ice.  Illustrated by Matthew K. Hoddy.  Iqaluit: 
Inhabit Media.

Kløver, Geir O.  2021.  The Nansen Photographs.  Oslo: 
The Fram Museum.

Kortekangas, Otso.  2021.  Language, Citizenship, and 
Sámi Education in the Nordic North, 1900–1940.  
McGill-Queen’s Indigenous and Northern Studies.  
Montreal: McGill-Queens University Press. 

Krupnik, Igor, and Aron L. Crowell, eds.  2020.  Arctic 
Crashes: People and Animals in the Changing North. 
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Scholarly Press. 

Lüdecke, Cornelia.  2021.  Germans in the Antarctic.  
Cham, Switzerland: Springer.

https://openresearchlibrary.org/content/e88ab1c7-6c05-4861-93d4-98b33804bd78
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Luukkanen, Harri, and William W. Fitzhugh, with 
contributions by Evguenia Anichtchenko.  2020.  
The Bark Canoes and Skin Boats of Northern Eurasia.  
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Books.

McGuire, Rosemary.  2021.  Cold Latitudes.  Alaska 
Literary Series.  Fairbanks: University of 

 Alaska Press. 

Nielsen, Kristian H., and Henry Nielsen.  2021.  Camp 
Century: The Untold Story of America’s Secret Arctic 
Military Base Under the Greenland Ice.  New York: 
Columbia University Press.

Piesing, Mark.  2021.  N-4 Down: The Hunt for the 
Arctic Airship Italia.  New York: Custom House, 
HarperCollins Publishers.  

Pfiefer, Sebastian J.  2021.  Bows and Arrows of the 
Greenland Thule Culture (1200–1900 AD): A Study of 
Archaeological and Ethnographic Sources.  Oxford: 
BAR Publishing.

Sakakibara, Chie.  2020.  Whale Snow: Iñupiat, Climate 
Change, and Multispecies Resilience in Arctic Alaska.  
First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies.  
Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

Sancton, Julian.  2021.  Madhouse at the End of the Earth: 
The Belgica’s Journey into the Dark Antarctic Night.  
London: WH Allen, Penguin Random House.

Scott, Karen N., and David L. VanderZwaag, eds.  
2020.  Research Handbook on Polar Law.  Research 
Handbooks in Environmental Law.  Cheltenham, 
UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Wood, Gillen D’Arcy.  2020.  Land of Wondrous Cold:
          The Race to Discover Antarctica and Unlock the
          Secrets of its Ice.  Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press.

—Editors’ Note: There were 17 titles 
accepted as nominations for the 2014 
Prize, 21 for the 2016 Prize, 26 for 2018, 36 
for 2020, and 20 for this year’s 2022 Prize. 

2022 William Mills Prize
Nominees   continued
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UArctic Institutions Co-Sponsor HOMUNCULUS   continued from p. 4

Is it even possible to answer the question: what is truly 
Arctic?  Changes there happen in so many different 
ways, while at the same time, descriptions of these 
changes create a sense of permanence.  In addition 
to human activity, change and permanence can be 
seen to originate from artefacts, animals, and natural 
phenomena.  “The concept of the Arctic is often 
taken as a given. … [but] rather than being the target 
of research of a single discipline, the Arctic region 
has captured the attention of numerous disciplines, 
scientists, and artists.  Owing to its geographical form 
and many aspects, it could be described as a quilt 
made of patches of different materials.”

Vola completed his dissertation in the doctoral 
programme, Culture Based Service Design/The Arctic 
in a Changing World, and was also awarded the 
Esko Riepula grant by the University of Lapland.  The 
research was funded by the Lapland Regional Fund of 
the Finnish Cultural Foundation, Oskar Öflunds Stiftelse 
sr, and the Foundation for Economic Education.  Vola 
has been involved in several international research 
projects at the Arctic Centre of the University of 
Lapland, Umeå University, and the University of Turku. 

 —Adapted from: Dissertation: The concept  
 of the Arctic is often taken as a given.  News  
 Archive, University of Lapland, 13 April 2022.

 The editors express their thanks to Susanna  
 Parikka, Library Director of the University of  
 Lapland’s Consortium Library, for bringing  
 this item to our attention. 

New Publications

McGee, Jeffrey, David Edmiston, and Marcus 
Haward.  2022.  The Future of Antarctica: 
Scenarios from Classical Geopolitics.  Springer 
Polar Sciences.  Singapore: Springer.

As global power competition intensifies, concern is 
growing about the geopolitical future of Antarctica.  
This book delves into the question of how can we 
anticipate, prepare for, and potentially even shape that 
future.  Now in its 60th year, the Antarctic Treaty System 
has been comparatively resilient and successful in 
governing the Antarctic region.  

However, our ability to make accurate predictions 
about the future of the Antarctic Treaty System is 
shrinking rapidly in the face of political and biophysical 
complexity, uncertainty, and the passage of time.  

https://www.ulapland.fi/news/Dissertation-The-concept-of-the-Arctic-is-often-taken-as-a-given/10917/f04b9597-c361-425d-aada-361e588bb92c
https://www.ulapland.fi/news/Dissertation-The-concept-of-the-Arctic-is-often-taken-as-a-given/10917/f04b9597-c361-425d-aada-361e588bb92c
https://www.ulapland.fi/news/Dissertation-The-concept-of-the-Arctic-is-often-taken-as-a-given/10917/f04b9597-c361-425d-aada-361e588bb92c
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Sfraga, Michael, and Jack Durkee, eds.  2021.  
Navigating the Arctic’s 7 Cs.  Washington, DC: 
Wilson Center. 

Free to download, this monograph published by the 
Wilson Center’s Polar Institute outlines a framework for 
understanding the Arctic for experts and the public alike, 
through seven key issues at play in today’s Arctic: climate, 
commodities, commerce, connectivity, communities, 
cooperation, and competition.

The perception of the Arctic has evolved from a cold, 
dark, remote, isolated, and disconnected region to a 
new, interconnected, increasingly consequential, and 

New Publications   continued

globalized Arctic.  But why has the Arctic become the topic of an ever-increasing number of news stories, 
documentaries, and Congressional hearings?  How can we better frame the issues for US lawmakers in a way 
that advances a more holistic governmental approach to the region?

Reflecting on these questions, Mike Sfraga, Chair of the US Arctic Research Commission and Polar Institute 
Chair and Distinguished Fellow, considered seven key issues and drivers at play in today’s Arctic.  It became 
clear that how effectively the United States, and indeed all Arctic and non-Arctic nations, navigate these 7 
Cs would determine the future of the Arctic.  Individually they capture key areas for further policy discussion 
and implementation.  In aggregate, they create an integrated group of seven “buckets” that can inform and 
influence policymakers both in the US and abroad.

Drawing from the insights and expertise of researchers, scientists, government officials, and fellow Polar 
Institute colleagues, Navigating the Arctic’s 7 Cs features ten leading experts in their respective fields.  Wilson 

This poses a critical risk for organisations making long-range decisions about their policy, strategy, and 
investments in the frozen South.

Scenarios are useful planning tools for considering futures beyond the limits of standard prediction.  The 
Future of Antarctica explores how a multi-disciplinary focus of classical geopolitics might be applied 
systematically to create scenarios on Antarctic futures that are plausible, rigorous, and robust.  This book 
illustrates a pragmatic, nine-step scenario development process, using the topical issue of military activities 
in Antarctica.  

Along the way, the authors make suggestions to augment current theory and practice of geopolitical 
scenario planning.  In doing so, they seek to rediscover the importance of a classical (primarily state-centric) 
lens on Antarctic geopolitics, which in recent decades has been overshadowed by more critical perspectives.  
This will be a useful resource for anyone with an interest in the rigorous assessment of geopolitical futures, in 
Antarctica and beyond.

 —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/arctic-7-cs-monograph
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New Publications   continued

Jokela, Timo, and Glen Coutts, eds.  2021.  
Relate North: Distances.  Viseu, Portugal: InSEA 
Publications.

The UArctic Thematic Network on Arctic Sustainable 
Arts and Design recently announced publication of 
its latest book, the eighth in the Relate North series.  
The two editors, from the University of Lapland’s 
Faculty of Art and Design, have compiled nine 
chapters that explore the multifaceted notions of   
‘distance’ or ‘distances,’ particularly in the Northern 
and Arctic context.  Featuring distinguished artists, 
designers, researchers, and academics, each 
contribution explores different dimensions of what 
those phrases mean with the focus on the Northern 
and Arctic perspectives of contemporary art, design, 
and education.  

The theme of distance or distances in each essay 
is about more than a measure between locations.  
Rather, it can refer to multifaceted northern eco-
cultures and communities including, for example, 
distances between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
groups of the North and the Arctic.

Drawing on projects and studies from Canada, 
Finland, Norway, and the Sakha Republic, this book 
explores contemporary practices in art and design, 
arts-based research, and knowledge exchange 
in education.  The contributing authors provide 
thought-provoking accounts of current practice in 
these regions, and the studies in the book interpret 
the terms ‘arts’ and ‘design’ broadly to include place-
based art design, textile crafts, Indigenous making, 
and socially engaged art.                          

Center Director, President, and CEO Ambassador Mark Green states that this publication “will advance 
our conceptual understanding of the Arctic and, I am confident, lead to more effective solutions to the 
challenges evident there.  This framework breaks down the nuances of specific issues and puts forward a 
frame-of-mind within which to consider the Arctic.  [It will serve as] a guide to the Arctic, a roadmap to better 
understanding and a more informed approach for stakeholders looking northward.”

 —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement.

This book will be of interest to a wide audience 
including anthropologists, geographers, 
sociologists, artists, designers, and art educators, in 
addition to those with a general interest in Northern 
and Arctic issues.

The complete, open-access book can be 
downloaded from the InSEA website.  Learn more 
about ASAD network’s publications here. 

 —Adapted from the publisher’s    
                  announcement.

https://www.insea.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/RN_Distances_WEB-1.pdf
https://www.asadnetwork.org/
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New Publications   continued

Pearce, Tristan, ed.  2021.  Research with Arctic Inuit 
Communities: Graduate Student Experiences, Lessons 
and Life Learnings.  Springer Polar Sciences.  Cham, 
Switzerland: Springer Nature.

The results of graduate student research are often disseminated 
in a thesis or dissertation, but their personal experiences building 
relationships with their study subjects, working together to 
design and conduct research, and how this shaped their research 
approach and outcomes, are rarely captured.  As a result, limited 
resources are available to new researchers that share information 
about the practical aspects of community-based research, particularly in the Arctic.  This book fills that need 
by sharing graduate student experiences, lessons, and life learnings from research with Inuit communities 
in the Canadian Arctic.  The book is intended to provide a glimpse into what it is like to do research together 
with Inuit, and in doing so, contribute to the development of more productive and equitable relationships 
between Inuit and researchers.  

The 20 contributors are primarily from Canada, but Aruba, Australia, Norway, and the United Kingdom 
are also represented.  Their chapters are written as structured narratives in the first-person and include 
reflections, experiences, and lessons learned.  The information included provides new Arctic social sciences 
researchers with a valuable resource to help them be better prepared for working with Inuit communities.  In 
addition, it offers graduate student views from cultural, environmental, geographical disciplines.  Research 
with Arctic Inuit Communities is a practical and important source for graduate students across all subjects, and 
for their academic advisors as well. 

 —Adapted from the publisher’s announcement.

mailto:anday%40bas.ac.uk?subject=PLC%20Membership
mailto:jebraundallen%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
mailto:docarle%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
mailto:docarle%40uaa.alaska.edu?subject=Polar%20Libraries%20Bulletin
https://polarlibrariescolloquy.com
http://www.spri.cam.ac.uk/resources/directory/libraries/

